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Caring for the Future





Women for Safe Sanitation and Clean Water in Europe of Transition and Central Asia

The Valley of Roses, Bulgaria, 6-8 July 2010

Venue Zornitsa Hotel, Kazanlak
STATEMENT FOR MOP-2 ON WATER & HEALTH PROTOCOL

Access to improved sanitation and clean drinking water is fundamental in breaking the vicious cycles of disease and poverty; it is a human right. 
We, women’s organizations, local authorities, environmental and health NGOs, international agencies, underline the importance of the Protocol on Water and Health entered into force on 4 August 2005 as the first legally binding instrument for the prevention and control of water-related disease through improved and harmonized water supply and management. 
The Protocol implementation, jointly supported by the UNECE and the WHO Regional Office for Europe, will help countries to achieve the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). This Protocol introduces a social component into cooperation on water management. Water resources management should link social and economic development to the protection of natural ecosystems. 
The provisions of the Protocol concern access to clean drinking water and safe sanitation for everyone.
We, women’s organizations, local authorities, environmental NGOs, international agencies are committed to contribute to the provision of clean drinking water and adequate sanitation for all, of a standard which sufficiently protects human health and the environment (art 4.b Protocol).

Commitment of women’s organizations, local authorities, environmental and health NGOs, youth, international agencies and major groups will contribute according to their different roles to: 
· Target setting;
· Awareness and education;
· Research;
· Implementation on the ground (practical projects).
Presently, in Central and Eastern Europe and Central Asia region 40 million people still do not have access to clean drinking water, and 85 million people do not have access to save water. School toilets, especially those in rural areas, do not correspond to good hygienic practices and human dignity. In Romania and Bulgaria, countries that are members of the European Union, the vast majority of rural population (accounting to more than 40% of total population) has access to nothing but a pit latrine in the backyard. 

Sanitation is lagging behind, especially in rural areas. The situation is aggravated by the economic crisis and the climate change. 

We stress the importance of public participation in achieving the common goal of the Protocol.

Public participation is essential for the implementation of the Protocol.

Sufficient provisions (including financial) should be made available by national governments & international donor community to ensure the full and equal participation of different major groups in society / stakeholders.

We underline the importance of awareness, education and training in order to develop early warning systems, contingency plans and response capacities in relation to water-related disease and extreme events/ natural and human made disasters.

We urge the governments from the region who have signed but not ratified the Protocol to take immediate steps for ratification. We believe that the governments that have not yet signed will do it in the nearest future to demonstrate their care for the good health and safe water for the population.

8 of July 2010

Kazanlak, Bulgaria
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